HISTORY OF SWINDON SUPERMARINE FC

The Development Team – Reserves 

The Swindon Supermarine Development team was officially launched for the 2020-21 season, entering the Hellenic League Division Two South in their first competitive campaign. 

The purpose of the team is to bridge the gap between the Swindon Supermarine Youth Section (U7s to U16s who primarily take part in the North Wiltshire Youth League set up and U18s who play in the competitive South West Counties Youth League and the Wiltshire Senior Floodlit League) and the Senior game, with Supermarine Development – providing a clear pathway for young players to develop their game.

The side made a promising start in their debut campaign, but with the season cut short due to the Covid pandemic, ended the season in fourth place (from fourteen sides) having played just five fixtures.
With the commencement of senior football in the 2021-22 season, the side mounted a strong title challenge in D2 South once again, but narrowly ended the season in third place, behind Kintbury Rangers and eventual Champions, Highworth Town Reserves.

The following year (2022-23), the side pushed on even further and were crowned D2 South Champions, following a close battle with local rivals Letcombe but promotion was not on the agenda, so the side missed out.

Another exciting season followed – with Letcombe, Headington Amateurs and Supermarine running each other close to eventually finish in those positions after some fantastic games and this season the team continued to go from strength to strength, blending experience with new talent promoted from the U18s under the guidance of manager Matt Roberts and his coaching staff who are now in their third season in charge.

This season saw the development side narrowly missing out on the Championship to Headington Amateurs – whose only league defeat of the campaign came against Supermarine, Marine finished the league as the top goal scorers across all three the second division standings, reached the D2 Playoffs as the highest placed runners up, the Final of the Faringdon Thursday Memorial Cup and Final of the Bateman’s Sports Chairman’s Challenge Cup. 

Following promotion from Hellenic League Division Two South, the 2025-26 season saw the Development Team took their place in the Wiltshire Senior League (Step 7) for the first time.
The side adapted superbly to the higher level and quickly established themselves amongst the league's leading teams. Under the guidance of Matt Roberts and his coaching staff, the squad continued to blend experienced players with emerging talent from the club's successful youth pathway.

In an outstanding campaign, Supermarine finished runners-up in the Wiltshire Senior League, narrowly missing out on the title but securing another successful season. Following confirmation that Champions Shrewton FC did not meet the ground grading requirements necessary for promotion, the Development Team were awarded promotion to Step 6 and a return to the Hellenic League.




The achievement completed back-to-back promotions for the Development Team and marked a return to the Hellenic League structure, where the side had originally begun its journey. It also represented another significant milestone in the club's commitment to providing a clear pathway from youth football into the senior game.

Following promotion to Step 6, the club took the decision to rebrand the side from the Development Team to the Reserves. Whilst the team's core purpose of providing a pathway for young players into senior football remains unchanged, the name change better reflects the role the side now plays within the club's football structure.

Competing at Step 6, the Reserves will act as a key bridge between the Youth Section and the First Team, providing players with the opportunity to develop in a more competitive senior environment while supporting the progression of talent towards the First Team competing in the Southern League Division One South.




