
Tuffley Rovers • Club History 
 
The late Donald E Hall founded Tuffley Rovers FC in 1929. The Club’s 

Headquarters were in a former railway carriage, which served as Mr Hall’s Boot 

and Shoe repair shop on the Stroud Road at Tuffley in the City Of Gloucester. The 

Club started its playing life in the North Gloucestershire League. Senior XI 

Championship honours include that of the North Gloucestershire League and 

Stroud and District League (4 times) and in 1987/1988 the Club were Champions of the Gloucestershire 

Northern Senior League and gained promotion to the Gloucestershire County League. 

 

After two seasons of consolidation the Club won the County League Title in 1990/1991, their application 

to join the Hellenic League was successful and they were accepted into Hellenic Division One. Progress 

continued as in the 1992/1993 season Rovers were Champions of Division One and also Division One 

League Cup Winners and after promotion competed in the Premier Division of the Hellenic League from 

1993/1994, regularly finishing in the top half of the table. The 1998/1999 season saw Tuffley win the 

Norman Matthew's Floodlit Cup defeating Carterton Town in the final. Whilst the Club enjoyed this 

success, the 2nd XI and 3rd XI also gained promotion and championship honours. The 1998/1999 season 

saw the 2nd XI win the Northern Senior League and reach the finals of both the County Cup and League 

Cup, unfortunately losing out on both occasions. Promotion, however, was not possible as reserve teams 

were not allowed at that point to enter the Gloucestershire County League and progress further up the 

pyramid system. 

The Club continued to thrive in the Hellenic League and managed to win the Floodlit Cup again in the 

2002/2003 season defeating Brackley Town over two legs in the final. However, the ever-changing ground 

grading requirements, if the club was to remain in the Hellenic League, and the financial strain these 

improvements imposed on the Club forced Tuffley Rovers to make the decision to withdraw from the 

Hellenic League in 2005 and settle for local football in Gloucestershire.  

After a difficult start Rovers were crowned champions of Division 2 of the Northern Senior League in the 

2005/2006 season and were promoted to Division 1. After a slow start the team put together a consistent 

run and managed to claim the Division 1 Title as well as win the GFA Senior Amateur Cup and reach the 

final of the Reg Davis Memorial League Cup. 

A return to the Gloucestershire County League followed and the club finished a very creditable 4th place 

(2007/8) but the summer of 2008 saw a number of senior players retire. Over the next few seasons, an 

evolving squad finished 11th, 3rd, 6th and 3rd in the County League, before   the 2012/13 Season marked 

an improvement for the club. After challenging for league championship honours all season, the club 

couldn't quite maintain the form to secure the title, finishing second. However, this was enough to gain 

promotion to the Hellenic League Division One (West) for the 2013/14 season.  

On their return to the Hellenic League, The Rovers saw a season that witnessed some turmoil – including 

the departure of manager, Doug Foxwell – to record a decent sixth place finish and some good cup results. 

This was followed up with the Runners’-up spot in 2014/15 and promotion back to the Hellenic Premier 

Division, exactly ten years after they had withdrawn from the League. 

The first season saw a struggle against relegation, ultimately resulting in the resignation of Warren Evans 

as manager, before the club retained their status due to a vacancy in the league, after finishing 17th. Mark 

Pritchett was then appointed as Player/Manager and took the side to consecutive 10th placed finishes, 

before a 15th place finish in 2018/19.  Two pandemic affected seasons then passed, with Pritchett leaving 

the club part-way through. Rich Cox took over as Manager for a single season, but resigned midway 

through 2021/22 after a disastrous run of results.  

Former Manchester United player Neil Mustoe then took over, steering the club away from danger 

(finishing in 17th place) and has overseen an improvement in each season since that time, culminating in 

a 10th place finish at the end of the 2025/26 season. 


